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Art in crafts 
Jersey City's 
'Circa' looks Circa Craft 2005 - T M  New Jersey Arts Annual: Craft 

beyond Where: Jersey C~ty Museum. 
350 Montgomerj St . Jersey Clty 

surveying When: Through Jan. 8. 11 a.m.-5 p rn. Wednesdays 
and Fridays: 11 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursdays; noon4 p.m. 
Saturdays+Sundays 

the state's HOW much: $4: $2 seniors and students; - - -  

free to children under 12. Gall (201) 41 3-0303 or wit 

best pieces ww jerseyc~tymuseum.org 

UY OAM BlSCHOFF 
STAR.LEOSER STAFF 

"Clrca Craft 2005," the annual exhibition of the hes t  
craRspeople in t,he stak now at the Jersey Cit,y Musem, all 
but gives up the thin fiction about "craft." This ldolrs, feels. 
sounds and smells ke We art. In fact. several of the artist,s 
here showed in last, spring's compani~n show, the Fine Arts 
A n ~ u a l  at the Montclair Art h~luseunl. too. 

In the shnu+ stat,Pment, to-curators Roci6 Aranda- 
Alvarado of Jers~y City and Ursula I t v -New~~an  of the 
kIuseum of A r ~ s  and Design i11 New York say they want, to 
go "beyond a mere survev of tht! state of cmft in New Jersey 
and question the artificial separation of high art and c r i . "  

Traditionally, the dfierence is really about use. Aq'craft" 
is sornethmg that has a practical purpose. while art, of 
course, is gloriously pointless excrpt a decoration, educa- 
tion w personal glarnorizat~on. 

That's why a Gobelin tapestry, for example. even if it is 
based on a draumg by Raphael, is traditionally classed as a 
craft It can keep out the drafi s 

So m "Circa Craft" we have installations like "Stay" by 
Linda Rae Coughh of Montcl;ur, which consists ol at1 old 
suitcase h e d  with a hooked rug that shows a dog at.its 
urvner's f ~ e r .  :hlth the words "Stay'. ald  "Don't you move!" 

rwn UKO the border The hocked rug is a r.raditiona1 tex- 
tiie craft, but hob7, ~ x a a c r l ~  would you class the r e q c l ~ d  suit- 
case? 

German-born Franklirl Lakes artist Linda Friedman 
Schlmdt has been showing her vi57dly p~ctorial hooked rugs 

kn craft annuals for some 
time now, producing figural 
compositions that depict 
movement and sophisticated 
perspectives in a form of 
handicraft, once associated 
151th slave wcrkers. But who 
in t h w  right mind would 
)pipe their feet on Schnlidt's 
'.Salsa Cures Sadness No. 2: 
Silver Shines"? 

Craffspeople have a chip 
on their shoulders about 
much of this. Back in tk old 
days - that is, the Middle 
Ages -- t.here wen no such 
disti?ctions. ,4 staih~d glas.5 
artist hke Zachary Green of 

Unda Friedman Schrnldt's Hoboken, who is showing a large, square ~ i n d o w  depicting 
hooked rug, "Salsa Cum the Puhki "Sl#way flossing Turnpike 95" in green and 
Sadness No. 2: Sihrw gray ghs muld haw been part or the painter's N d .  
Shines." is on display at the CraSspmple haw mqmW fot some 600 yeam now that 
Jersey Crty Museum. p;:,in:ers broke offhomgtass m C o ~ ~ & @ h @ h e r  price> h 






